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_ ‘The PREFACE. 


AR RA D BBs ow Wo Bethe. 

; “Oneft aud Induftrious Trathique bas been the 
Ufage and the Prarfe of many Nations ; And 
in this all Countries feem Agreed, that their 


and \ncreafed by it: A Trath common Experience 
daily Confirms : For this hath made and 1 making many 
Princes and Statesin the World endeavor to have ther 
Subjetts profper in Trade. The very Indian Princes 
are now convinced of this Truth, which makes the Kin 

of Bantam. fend his Embafladour here. This is like- 
wife the Reafon, why many confiderate men have thought 
fit to joyn themfelves ina Society of ‘Trade in Pean- 
filvania ; which after fome Difficulty they have Accom- 
plifoed. But this may be modeftly fad, It is a very 
Unufual Society , for it # an Abfolute Free 
One, and ina Free Country : A Society without 
Oppre(sion ; wherein all may be concerned that will ; and 
yet have the fame Liberty of private Trathque, as 
though there were no Society at all. So that this 
Society # Calculated both to Promote the Publique 
Good, and to Encourage the Private. And indeed t¢ 
feems not pofsible, that Province fbauld be In- 
proved in many Years without it, asit a lke to be ina 


few 


ti ” 
ee We ee ee ee SA Bh << UNG re 


Wealth and Strength are Begun , Continued | 
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The PREFACE. 


“deft of their Skills that were concerned in. the Framing 


of it : And it is hoped that the Improvements which 
may accrew by it, will prove of no mall advantage to 
that Country, and Old England from whom it takes its 
Original. 


Ty which Reader, it may not be improper to add, that 


this Society is endowed with divers Immunities and 
Priviledges, Jy Grant and Charter from William 
Penn the Governour of that Province. 


4. 
London, 25. 1 Mo. called March, 1682. 


oe (More, : 
James Claypoole, 
Philip Ford. 
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THE 


ARTICLES, 
Settlement and Mffices 


Of the FREE 


is 


Peds Ws 


“TRADERS — 
PENNSIL VANIA,# 


wy T is Agreed, That the Firft General Court thall be heldat.. 
® — London, upon the Twenty Ninth of the Third Month calle ‘2 
1 May, 1682. And forever:after, the General Court  thall 
be held on the Firft Fifth Day called Thurfday in the. Ninth 
Mi Month (November) every Year after in the Capital City 
in Pennfilvania, where Votes hall be Received by Letters to the 
Society's Secretary, from all that do not appear there perfonally , 
for the chufing of Officers : Which Votes {hall be Regulated by © 
thefe following Conditions :» | oft te tod T 


a 


ied 


LM- 
»> 
~ 


A | (| A US a LS LAR A | p< a 


The Free Hoctety of Craders, 


SS ae eae 
- That none in England fhall have above Oze Vote, whatever 
Sum they Subjcribe ; unlefs they have a Share of Land in Pean- 
filvania, at leaft One thonfand Aéres of their own, with fome In- 
habifants upomvit: Tepfuch Gates they;fhall-have their Votes pro- 
portiOnably ‘ro’ their Stotks, as inthe followitig Article... 


i ARTICIE 
That all chac are Tebabitanté in. Pennfilvania, fhall have for 


ro Twenty five pounds, one Kate's - amdeach Fifty pound fingle, 
une Vote;,one hundred pounds, two Votes ; three hundred pounds, 


three Votes, andionemore, || © 
| coe ay? ee * ay 
“po ART LELE UH 


That the Book of Sub/criptio#s hall be ‘open herein England, 
till the twenty niuth, day-of the--fourth Month called Fune, One 
thoufand fix hundred eighty-two, and no ‘Tonger. And in Penn- 
filvania from thé Arrival of the firft Ship belonging to the So- 
ciety for fix Months after, paying fifteen per CensSterling in Confide- 
ration of the Rifco. Run by the Society by fuch as Subfcribe with- 
imphirty daick, | atid for every Month after ove per Cent. tobe 
added fo'value of the Cargo. 


ARTICUE fv. 

bo Phat’ none: {hall Subcribe in the Societys Stock, Je than twenty 

pee pounds. » Yer ifofive Joyn together, and make up the twen- 
y pve pounds (provided it be. fubfcribed in one man’s name ) it 

hall be aeeepred of but in that Name only. _ 
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That at the firft General Court or: Affembly held as abovefaid 
(viz. the twenty ninth of the third Month alias May, 1682. ) 
"Al the Subfcribers here in England hall Confirm their Subferiptions, 
which fhall be by the depofiting five per Cent. as a part of that, 

which 


be Free Hocietp of Lraders, &e: 
which thall then be greed on to. bé paid within a Month after. 
And at that time thail be Chefen the Officers of the Suckty, vfs, 
The Prefident, the Deputy, the Treafurer, the S.cretary and awelve, 
Committee-men, whereof any Five and the Prefident, or his Deputy. 


fhallmake a Querum. 9 | 
dine AR PLOGOHE: VE 
That all ‘ Celli cada fhall have but ove Vore a piece in the 


Committee, whatever their Stock be ; and the Prefiaent or the Deputy, 
if the Votes be Equal, thall have the Cafting Voice. 3 

>» ARTICLE VIL. Sait 
That at fever years cid: from the time of ‘fhutting the Book in, 
Pennfilvania, it fhall be: opened again for New Subjcribers ; and fo. 
ro Continue for every fever years; a due Valuation of the Stock 


being firft made by the Committee, that fo every one may Sub- 
_feribe according to.the Valuation then Agreed on’ 


Hot tr gh PELE VER 00 20 
That Two hundred Servants be fent away the firft Ler, of fisch: 
Trades and Capacities as may be moft for the benefit of the Society ; 
which is to be Adjudged by the Contmittee, 

LA ROT PEAR: IRs. 


| That it fhall be Lawful for any one that has Subferibed, to add 
to their Sub{cription before the Month is out, what Sum they pleate,. - 


ARTICLE X. 
That none thall be Preftdent, Deputy or Treafurer, that have 
not five thoufand Acres of Land in Pennfilvania of their own, and 
one bundied pound inthe Societies Stock; 
ARTICLE XI. 
_ That the General Officers thall continue for thé Fir feven years, 
ci , C 
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Khe Free Society of Lraders; Ke. 

and then a new Ele&tion fhall¢be made, “they being-fixéd in, tieis 
Abode:in the Society’s-Honfe, thereto a& for ‘the Seciety, without 
change of their power’in Priviledges, except they do,Gommit aay 
a& defiructive or prejudicial tothe Real-Tutereft. of the Saciety; which 
firft isto be proved fufficiently in the Court of Affeftants. + indthen, 
the Offender or Offenders are tobe difmifled, and the Court of A/- 
fiftants to chufe another, whois to Continué till\the Geveral Cozrt ; 
which Court of Affiftants fhall yearly be Chofen and added tothe 
Committee. 4 sa tod oved Usrl) wameasitioemed onfs Ue sed T 
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AR TiCcL Becki XT od ww ods 2 
That the Prefident. {hall Call.together fh¢Court. of Affiftants to 


help and advifein any Emergent occafions relating to the Scciety, 
ds [0 rective more: Money, To make @ Dividend, Tochufe new Officers 
in Café of Death, To fettle new Factories, To-enter upon Mines, Build 


Ships, Sicio sostngleS “sub Bg wmee She 889 TOL sm 1d0O of 
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The Committ ce {hall ¢hufe alli Ieferiour Officets, as Store-Honfe- 
Keepers, Clerks, Book-Keepers, Faétors, at home and abroad; then 


they. fhall dire&, ‘what (hall: be Planted; Built & G65 oc0 +2 
ee Nhe He Tansd ons f} tyne } bese Fae 


ied 


Lat 3 


AR EP@EE (RIV): 2d oa doit: 
That all Forfeitures, that fhall arifé, fhall be Employed upon 


the Improvement of a parcel of Land alloted for the maintenance of 
fuch their Wives and Children, who have been ‘difabled in the ifer- 
wie of the Society.*: Wi ePOIMON] 3.3 BO} G vigkties ati 2 torls oF 


ART UCLE XVA 


- That the. Society’s Books, Patents, Records: and origingl. Papers 
bekepr in a:Convenient place in the Houle under-three, ‘Locks and . 


Keys, one whereof fhall be kept by the Prefideut .or- Deputy,-the 


other by the Treafarer, the third by the Eldeft Committee-man. 


ARTICLE XVI. 
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SboThat thefe Books, Papers and Patent, &c. ‘fhall net be Intrufted ~ 
i 


Khe Free Society of: eaters, “ke 3 
in. the hand of any fingle perfon for longer {pace than to tranferibe >” 
any part of it in the day: sine, and-ta she, Houle before fome ove .. 
or more appointed by the Committees and that the Book-keeper thall, >” 
only dave Copees of them,. which may be Viewed or Peruted ouge a Kc 


Month by any Member of the Society, who defiresit : A W Originals, . >- 


to be-kepr as before... - 


Reaves tohet lola Gdslag 4 yall 4a Geummmecd oo ». 
That Security thall-betaken of the Treafurer and of all Servants =) 


relating to the Society, that is, fuch’as have-any Tru/? Committed 
unto them,:.as Agent, §tore-keepers,--Ship-Mafters, Clerks, Over 
feers and Servants, &c, and thofe to be given by Perfons of known . 
Honefty and Eftate. And thofe fervants fhall be bound to keep the 
(ecrets of the Houfe, that-is, not to.give Intelligence to any Perfon, 
no, not to any Member of the Society ( without- leave firft ob- 
tained publickly in the Committee) upon forfesture of their fecurity, 


Iss 


That if the Society fhould receive Blacks for-ferwants, they {hall i 
make,them free at fourteen years end,upon Confideration that they — >= 
fhall give into the Socigty’s Ware-honfe two thirds of what they are, Dd. 
Capable of producing on fuch a parcel of Land .as fhall’be allotted ® — 2 : 
them by the Society, with a flock and neceflary Tools, as fhallbe Ad=* ip 
judged by the Society's Surveyor. And if they will not accept of is 


thefe terms, they fhall be-fervants till they will.accept it. 4 
ANY | yp 
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“That ho Maaral Undertaking thall be. begun by the Committed’ 
without the approbation of the General Affembly, 


ARTICLE Xx, 
That the Comittee fhall-at every Yearly Meeting of the General 


Court difcover HS Inconragement or Di(couragement they meet with 
in the Courfe,of their Trade both at home and abroad. , 
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in Towns and other places, both by Advice and Artifice, 5. — 
ARTY CRE SU eae 
That there fhall be bwenty four Affiftants added ‘to the- puts 
wittce,whercof twenty and the Prefidert or Deputy makes a Quorim. 
That the Firft Affembly inthe Province of Penafilerdnia thall tan 
defiredto Ratsfie the Patent Granted by the Governour or this So. 
ciety by an Att of Affembly. bal wiht EERIE SUS 
ARTICLE XXvV. why 


That all the Members of the Courmittee and Court of Affiftants 
fhall have timely and fufficient notice and fuwmons in writing lefe 
at, their Dwelling of every, intended Court, to.prevent Indire& and 


unjuft Proceedings. _ | 
: Ie is further Agreed. . 
ARTICLE XXVL 


That all and every one, who have fubferibed any fuarin the Son 
ciety’s-ftock , and fhall not after the fecond fummons bring in their 
fecond. Payment, fall be incapable of difpofing of that part in the 
ftock before disburfed ; but the Society fhall difpofe of the fame 
unte 


Pon eed . 


bedivae Bocieenps, Braners, ke 
unto fueb , whowill fulfill che Acreement in all paymenis ; they only 
being Capable of Receivingthejr fxSt ue rdisburfement. Al- 
ny €. 


waies ‘excepted fuch,~ wlio: throngh*any Calamitics have been re- 
duged_to Feoath Pies they, are Rendred Incapable. to fulfill 


Ab efiine 5 that then thé, thiog being’proved™ before a, Conmzttee, 


Fey thall-have power t0 fell the fame ts rhe byt Adeweizage, And 
“ag this is Se on for ‘the fecond payment, fo it is of all others, if 
Pe ak ied eDiit ’ €X39390 AT Ah UDOSer Baie } oct Io Thorn 
itt *s 33201 bona dy t q q E i y ‘ 


as 
rf eae i a ! PZ G bite 11) © % AS ‘ ’ fy S AVVO 
. * Ff ; . on . 
y 3 i ne . ¢ < — ; > orien , 
NRT OLE XXVI 


| Ser har thefe“thall be in‘ England a Chief Agent, Superiour to all 


~ Agents or F aétors belonging to the faid Soczety, that are in Exrope, 


unto whom the Society fhall direc their Letters and confign their 
“Goods : He fhall have a Council of fix Fa&tors, one of which thall 
be his Deputy... This, Council a rwith him,... Refide in London, 
cand: hall-on all occafionsineet tovdvifé together, how to dilpofe 
woh the Sdciery'n Goods; \and buy fish Goods as ho Society. fall di- 
rock t6 be bought: steRaeenald albacher Oderewenshe’l be xeqnired 
of him or them, .And.to give every Fiettonhis Commriffion, how to 
‘proceedin whatspertains unto his plate +. So that all and every one 
of them fhall2A& by the dice’ of the Chief “Agent, and he by the 


Order of the Committee in Pennfilvania; All thefe being Chofen by 
~the General Affeinbly, théy giving, good)and {ufhicient fecurity to the 


Society for their trae and faithful fervice. 
ARTICLE XXVIIL 
‘That the Prefident, Deputy, Secretary, Treafurer, Surveyor, and 


-all:the Servants of the Society hall bring into;the; Scciety's , Ware- 


houfe,, what, Peltry they, buy of theJadians initheir-Refpective Plane 
tations. with:their own private Goods + *Thisfha}l be Entred in the 
Books of the {everal Offices to prevent Frand. ° Thofe Goods‘ fhall 
be fent over with the Seciety’s Goods, and. fhall have what Returz 
they will for the,fame, allowing, to, the Society, . Fraight, . Fatto- 
rages BKC. A et ueSy ORE 
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The Free S otiety of Dravers, Ke. 


ARTICL Bi sxx 


That it {hall be Lawful for all, who will bring their- Goodsto 
the Society's Ware-boufe, fo to do and to have the fame Returns, .as 
they thall defire. This being granted and Allowed, will bring in 
moft of the Countries Goods in the Society's ‘hands, which will in 
time prove the great Advantage of the Society; and moft Emi- 
nently to the Plauters, -who are not ,able,to fend into England, 
where poflibly they may “be deceived by their Fa&ors or Attorneys, 
they having in the Society the greater Jecurity Imaginable for their 


Effects. 
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Some of the Officers and Offices for theSO CIE TY, 
_ Viz. Prefdem, Deputy, Treafurer, Agent, Secre- 
tary, Surveyor, Twelve Committee-men, Chyrur- 
gion, Fattors, Clerks, Overfeers, Meffengers, Por- 


ters, Butchers, Water-men, Carr-men,. &c. 


ae 8 The Four Offices foe the Society. si 


The Secretary Mice, 


og O this office fhall belong the Book-Keeper, the Faéfors, Chyrurgeon, 
: ' Clerk of all Offices, Meffengers, Overfeers, Water-men. ‘The Secre- 
tary thall be alwaies ready to receive Orders of the Prefident or Deputy for 
the Execution of all Warrants to be Iflued out abroad, to write all Letters, 
&c. forthe, Society's Service, and to diredt the Plantations in. their Duties, 
as the Prefident and Courts are Agreed onto bedone: As when any Ships 
are going Ont; then to writeto Fadors abroad, ¢@c. When any Fadfors are 
wanting Supplies-of Goods, to give Warrants in the T, reafury-Office for the 
fame under the Prefidents owa Hand and Seal, or his Deputy; and nothing 
delivered without this Method. And when Goods are brought in, then to 
take Account of the fame, and give an Acconnt to the Prefident of them, and 
Enter them in that Office alfo. If any Servant Dyeth, to receive Informati- 
on of it, and make Record.~-If any Ruz away, to receive Information, 
and take Order of the Prefident about it, gc. If any be sick, to Ifue 
ivarr ants for their help by the Prefidents Order, &c. If Cattle Dye, to Re- 
cordit; If any beIncreafed, to Record the Place, Kind, Number. To 

. receive 


The Free Society of Draders; &c. 


receive every Week a particular Account of all overfeers, Faitori, &c. of all 


Increafes and Decreafes of Trade, &c. 


~The Surveyors Dee, 


T° this Office {hall belong the Surveyor, an Affifiamt, a Clerk, 4. 
Searcher. 
This Surveyor Chall View all ships, and what is thereunto belonging, whe- 
ther fit to be made ule of for the Society's Service or no; and make Re- 
port to the Prefident. He thall Overfee all Overfeers, Servants, their Works, 
and make Record of them all, giving Information of all things in the Secre- 
tary-Office, and to the Prefident or his Deputy 5 and keeping Record in his 
Office of thefame. He fhallfea all Goods Shipped Safely and others Landed 5 
He fhall view all ware-houfes, their Goods that they be kept well, ee. 
That all Warrants from the Prefident, be duly putinExecution, Sw#rvey all 
Entries and Invoyces, all Buildings, all Cattles, &c. that the Society may not 
fuffer by any ; keeping a Fourzal of all things which are every fevew dates 
to be Compared with the secretary-Office, where all things are to be Re- 
corded. And Record being duly made, all the Books to be figued by the 
Prefident ox his Deputy, and afterwards to ftand for good and Jutt Gangs sp 
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Ov thid office théikhelonig'ah Agent, Cler hes: Mines Hh case ae ! 


Se ymaker, Tilelata iRert, Posters, Bimme-butnins, 
‘ ‘ 6 vine ay 


13 Ro w\psth SAF 05 oO Yi oe 
“Phe agent fhatl daiireastve Thferiations ponithe Miners &e of what! 
is'doue, ‘and take Record of itin his ‘office, “and: fhall’be: Sig poe 


» Chek and ‘hirntelf “THea’ ‘ie ‘end it ‘to the Secretar ee ere 


dai ep there'to be ‘Recorded } the Profident or Depiity ‘hats 

fame. ‘Arid the agen? fall Anfwer for all Defawlts tad Weang yitet pit 
Socsery in'any' of the thitdgs, that-are tinder’ hisOu/lody, nest they” are’ hor 
pick be Received inthe Cuftody of ‘the Treafitrer: ' 


wReVoD . VES HIVIWIS SG" Pe oul t Sa 
_ et seth Hons, alponwhich the. Sociedy- se tis he: Gonwens andithe: 
hich alls 4d wsnsfired-and feoured from: Fran and Deceits 
hat farther is neceflary for the fame, muft be left to: the Wifdom of the 
ae ent and Court of Affiftants, who in timemay give an Exatt Account of 
t things relating thereunto, * 
For the Conveniency of {uch who aredefirousto Subfcribe to The se 
of this Society, if they pleafe to, Apply themfelves:to Philip Rord:in Bow- 
Lane neat Cheapefide, there their Subleriptions may, be Entred. 
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